DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

bear the burden of perpetual leisure, without the
relaxation of the employment that should have been
his, and once only did he obtain leave of substantial
absence, and went out on his yacht, en garfon, to the
Mediterranean. It can scarcely have occurred to the
Queen that, in order to supply her with this ideal
domestic companionship, now at last so perfectly
realized, she was sterilizing the natural expansions
and activities of a very energetic man not yet forty
years of age. Moreover the Prince of Wales was not
very friendly towards his young brother-in-law, seven-
teen years his junior. He thought that the Queen
discussed matters of national importance with Liko,
while he himself was rarely consulted by her, and
her warm affection for her son-in-law unreasonably
displaced him.

For ten years this matriarchal regime continued
till, in the autumn of 1895, the Government decided
to send out an expedition to Ashanti to stop the
raids which King Prempeh, in spite of a warning
ultimatum, persisted in making into the Gold Coast,
for the purpose of kidnapping its inhabitants and
selling them for slaves.  Volunteers were asked to join
it:   the eldest son of Prince Christian in the Rifle
Brigade had applied, and his parents and the Queen
consented to his going.   A few days afterwards Prince
Henry,  to the Queen's  astonishment and  dismay,
asked her leave to volunteer also.   She refused, and
told her doctor, Sir James Reid, to back her up, and
insist on the inadvisability of the Prince risking him-
self in so unhealthy climate.   For once, in a domestic
matter which affected her intimately, she did not get
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